Delta Np73 expression in thyroid neoplasms originating from follicular cells.
p73, a homologue of p53, is known as a negative regulator of tumour progression. However, delta Np73, an isoform of p73 lacking the NH2-terminal transactivation domain plays an oncogenic role by interfering with the activity of p53 and TA (full-length transactivating isoforms) p73. In this study, we investigated the expression of delta Np73 in human thyroid neoplasms originating from follicular cells. We immunohistochemically investigated delta Np73 expression in 223 thyroid neoplasms. Delta Np73 expression level was evaluated as the sum of positivity score and intensity score. Normal follicular cells did not express delta Np73, but 27.3% of follicular adenoma, 85.4% of follicular carcinoma, 99.2% of papillary carcinoma, and 95.7% of anaplastic carcinoma were positive for the transcript. Delta Np73 expression level did not differ between widely invasive and minimally invasive follicular carcinomas. In papillary carcinoma, the level was inversely linked to tumour size, extrathyroid extension, and clinically apparent metastasis. Furthermore, in anaplastic carcinoma, delta Np73 expression level was significantly lower than that in papillary carcinoma. Our findings indicate that delta Np73 plays a role predominantly in the early phase of papillary carcinoma progression.